
UIFSA COVER SHEET TO RESPONDING COURT TRIBUNAL
Dear Clerk of the Court:

Enclosed please find an interstate child support petition forwarded by the Initiating State of __________ for filing in your Court system.  This Court is authorized to accept this filing and process this Legal Petition pursuant to the Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, which this State of __________ has promulgated by statute as codified in ____________.  (See UIFSA Section 301 and 305).

This State of _____________ has personal jurisdiction over the Respondent named in this petition. (See UIFSA Section 201-202).  The Petitioner does not reside in this State, and aside from this particular family support proceeding, no other personal jurisdiction may be conferred over the Petitioner pursuant to any other civil proceeding within this State.  (See UIFSA Section 314).
This filing contains the request of another State’s Child Support Agency and/or out-of-state Petitioner to (list all that apply and delete any that are not applicable):

Establish an order of parentage (See UIFSA Section 402 )

Establish an order of child support (See UIFSA Section 401)

Enforce this State’s order for child support

Modify this State’s order for child support

Register a child support order from the State of __________ for


Enforcement (See UIFSA Section 601-603)


Modification (See UIFSA Section 609-611)

Make a Controlling Order Determination among conflicting states’ child support orders (See UIFSA Section 207)

Demand interstate rendition of the Respondent to face criminal nonsupport charges in the initiating State of _______________. (See UIFSA Sections 801-802).
Grant out-of-state Petitioner permission to participate in court hearings via telephonic, videoconferencing, or other electronic means.  (See UIFSA Section 316).  
Grant the inclusion of documents transmitted from another state by electronic means including certified documents (See UIFSA Section 316).

Other ________________________________________________________
The relevant provisions of UIFSA may be relevant to the instant filing as follows:

When a responding court receives a petition or comparable pleading from an initiating tribunal, it must cause the pleading to be filed. (See UIFSA Section 305).  The petition / pleading and accompanying documents must conform substantially with the forms mandated by federal law for use in cases filed by a child support enforcement agency.  (See UIFSA Section 311).  UIFSA does not require, nor authorize, a responding tribunal to condition filing on the need for additional signed pleadings on local court forms.
If the pleading from the initiating tribunal requests parentage establishment, and/or establishment or modification of a child support order, then it must also include a verified Uniform Support Petition signed under penalty of perjury (UIFSA 2008) by the out-of-state Petitioner, or a pleading substantially conforming with the Uniform Support Petition.  This is a federally authorized form promulgated in connection with the IV-D child support enforcement program and used uniformly in all interstate child support cases filed across state lines.  

Any affidavits or other documents substantially complying with federal mandated forms, or documents incorporated by reference in any of them, which would not be excluded under the hearsay rule if given in person, are admissible in evidence if given under penalty of perjury (UIFSA 2008) by a party or witness residing in another state.  Similarly, documents transmitted by electronic means, such as facsimile, that do not provide an original record, may not be excluded from evidence on an objection based on the means of transmission. (See UIFSA Section 316).  

Please contact our State Child Support Agency at _________________ with any questions you may have concerning the enclosed interstate petition, and/or any of the additional legal requirements needed to process a UIFSA child support filing.  You may also find the following Federal Office of Child Support Enforcement website helpful in evaluating whether the pleadings are in substantial compliance with federally mandated UIFSA forms:  https://www.acf.hhs.gov/css/form/intergovernmental-child-support-enforcement-forms. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

______________________

