ERICSA Policy & Legislation

Call Notes 9/10/2010
Present on the call: Christine Jennings, Susan Paikin, Ruth Clark, Coessa Kenney, Margot Bean, Meg Haynes, Christin Semprebon, Cyndy Lucas, Vernon Drew and Bill Duffey
Topics of discussion:

1) Vicki Turetsky’s Bubble Chart.  Ruth Clark proposed that we evaluate Vicki’s vision as a broad topic for our meetings.  How do we frame what our charge is?  The general consensus was that it could provide a framework for our discussions.  
Below is the latest version of the Commissioner’s bubble chart. 
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2) New Intergovernmental Regs.  Cyndy Lucas posited that states should be allowed to focus on the two standards now while waiting on Congress.
Note:  On September 29, the Senate gave its advice and consent to the Hague Family Maintenance Convention.  Keith Loken’s office began work with HHS to move the draft federal implementing legislation forward.
3) Program Initiatives on the Horizon.  

Economic strategies were mentioned by Meg Haynes; she made reference to the model used in Australia.
Guidelines and how orders are being handled were mentioned by Susan Paikin.  Why are there differences in the handling of orders?  Why are some arrears forgiven, while others are not?  “How it plays out in the real world” could serve as a theme for our conference.  Christin Semprebon offered a real case situation in Vermont in which the arrears accrued by the mother were forgiven whereas the state brought to bear various enforcement remedies against the father in a shared custody situation.

4) Legislative Update.  Vernon Drew provided the following update:
a. Four more Senate sponsors are needed for the Child Protection Act.

b. On 9/16 at 11:00 AM ET, there will be a staff briefing on the child support program.  This briefing will not just focus on budget/costs.  Vicki Turetsky will speak as well as a state person and someone from Congressional research about the effect of the program on poverty.  The focus will be on urging Senators to support not cutting the program.

c. Our message has to be “don’t cut the funding,” and not “restore funding”.

d. The message about children in poverty gets a good reception in the Senate, especially on the Democratic side.

e. Figures support that the program affects the poverty rate; receipt of child support reduces the chances of a child falling into poverty by 25%.  Child support comprises 39% of income for single poor parent households.

f. Bad news is that the Senate will only have one week before funding has to be done (September 30).  The big ticket items need to be addressed.  In biggest jeopardy are TANF supplemental grants, which are a source of a huge amount of money for 20 states.  
g. There will not be a new TANF bill this year.  Can expect continuing funding (month to month) for TANF until lame duck session.

h. Best we can hope for is the continuation of incentive match this year.

i. Long term:  Barbara Pryor relayed that Congress is not looking for vehicles since vehicles can go away, but the message to us is “Figure it out.”  Look at how “pay go” would work.

j. Senator Cornyn is reaching out to other Republicans to sponsor the Child Support Protection Act.  Refer to www.thomas.gov for current list of 37 co-sponsors.  Susan reminded everyone that this list will be impacted by mid term elections (e.g., Rep. Castle, DE).  Note:  he lost primary in DE.
5) Conference Workshops
a. Guidelines 

b. International

c. Margot Bean has sent interstate related workshops 
d. Child Support intersections depicted in Vicki Turetsky’s bubble chart
6) Next Conference Call
a. Friday, October 15 at 1:00 PM ET 
b. 877-356-5815 passcode 4646210#
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