

Summary of P&L Call October 20, 2011



Attendees:
Christine Jennings, Committee Chair
Ruth Clark
Susan Paikin
Coessa Kenney
Linda Hudson
Cyndy Lucas
Vernon Drew

Topics Discussed:

I. Lewin Report, Part 2
At the mid-year board meeting the $7,000 in funds previously allocated for ERICSA’s contribution towards Part 2 of the Lewin Report was removed from the budget.  ERICSA had paid its committed share for Part 1 of the Lewin Report, but the funds for Part 2 have remained on our books since 2007.  The Executive Committee provided the following explanation for the removal of the $7,000: 
“As of September 27, 2011, the outstanding Lewin Report (Report 2) has not been provided to ERICSA for review.  Our review of the report was stipulated in the agreement ERICSA had with NCCSD as a requirement for our sharing in paying for the report.  Therefore, we have decided to remove the obligation of funds at this time.”
		  
The P&L Committee was assigned an action item to assess our responsibility and recommend next steps to be taken by ERICSA.  After discussing the matter, our committee recommendation is for 
Rob Velcoff, as the current President of ERICSA, to formally notify NCCSD, the organization that holds the contract with the Lewin Group, that ERICSA no longer has any financial obligation for the Lewin Report, Part 2 since we never received a copy for review and comment. 

Further details from our committee discussion are provided below: 
1) ERICSA never received a copy of the Lewin Report, Part 2, for review and comment.  The MOU between ERICSA and NCCSD explicitly states that ERICSA would have this opportunity.  

[The exact language from the MOU:  “While the contract is between NCCSD and Lewin, the participating organizations understand, and NCCSD agrees, that each undersigned organization (and those that join during the course of the study) will have an opportunity to review the deliverable report and all comments will be addressed by Lewin and NCCSD.  Since major funding is provided by NCSEA, ERICSA, and WICSEC, it is agreed that NCCSD will ensure that they are all joined in the final review and approval process for any contract deliverable.”)

2) ERICSA has asked several times over the past few years for a copy of Part 2 of the report.  Both Robyn Large and Elaine Poole made specific inquiries as to the status of the report.  Vernon Drew was told a report existed, but it has never been sent to us.

3) We also discussed a concern about whether the report would be out of date, although this cannot be ascertained since no report has been received.  
a. The report was contracted as a means to assess the impact of cuts made to the child support program from the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, which was passed by Congress in December 2006.
b. Four and a half years have passed since the MOU was signed between ERICSA and NCCSD.  The contract between NCCSD and the Lewin Group was made in January 2007.  
c. The current economic situation and views of Congress are vastly different now in 2011 than they were in 2007.  

Christine Jennings took an action item to draft a statement, which would be reviewed by those on the call.  Once finalized, it will be sent to the ERICSA Executive Committee to approve for Rob Velcoff to send to NCCSD as the current president of ERICSA. 

II. News from the Hill
Vernon reported there are no updates.  According to Barbara Pryor, now is not the time to ask for money.  We need to be alert to whether the “Super Committee” identifies a cut for the child support program.

III. Supreme Court Turner Decision
Susan Paikin will pass on any best practices being identified by OCSE. The contact at OCSE is Jennifer Burnszynski.  

IV. The UIFSA- related Request from Nassau County, New York
Our committee decided that Rob Velcoff should ask Dennis Saffron about the current status of their appeal and whether they have a document for ERICSA to consider.
