

Summary of P&L Call November 17, 2011



Attendees:
Christine Jennings, Committee Chair
Vernon Drew
Meg Haynes
Cyndy Lucas
Lara Webb Fors
Pat Quinn

Topics Discussed:

I. Completed Action Items from Last Call
 
1) We sent recommended language to the ERICSA Executive Committee to notify NCCSD that we no longer have financial responsibility for the Lewin Report, Part 2, and have removed it from our budget.  The EC accepted this language and Rob Velcoff is sending a letter from ERICSA to NCCSD.
2) Rob used our language in an email he sent to Dennis Saffran of Nassau County, NJ asking for an update on their appeal and whether they still seek assistance from ERICSA.  If they do, Rob asked if they have a document or wording they wish for us to review (they had stated they did before).
3) We asked Colleen Eubanks of NCSEA if ERICSA could use the language in the Call to Action notice they sent their members concerning the budget situation and possible impact on child support funding.  Colleen gave her okay, and we worked with Tim Morrison in sending out a Call to Action to ERICSA members.

II. Child Support Program and Sequester 

Vernon Drew gave an update on what he is hearing on the Hill.  He also reviewed with us the attached memo sent by Joan Entmacher, Vice President for Family Economic Security of the National Women’s Law Center to Robert M. Gordon, Director, OMB, regarding her legal interpretation that the child support program’s direct spending (FFP, incentives, grants) should be exempt from the 10% across the board cuts (sequester).  Joan Entmacher’s memo is attached to this report.

We do not anticipate the Super Committee will succeed in its mission to come up with an alternative plan and Congress probably will not address until next year.

The automatic cuts mandated in the Budget Control Act (BCA) of 2011 are not scheduled to take effect until FY 2013.  Congress could change the law before it takes effect and decide against deep cuts.

We discussed the following as to how sequester could affect CSE: 
1) By referencing a 2010 law, entitlements and family support programs are singled out for exemption from automatic across the board cuts (sequester) in the BCA of 2011.  
2) PRWORA changed CSE from a debt collection to a family support program in 1996.
3) The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 included CSE with family support programs as exempt from sequester.   
4) The 9-digit budget control number for CSE is included in the BCA, which seems to support exemption.  
5) The problem:  The Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 did identify child support as a program subject to a special sequester rule. Congress failed to remove that reference in the subsequent laws that protected child support.  
6) OMB and Congress will need to provide guidance.  
7) As of yet, OMB has yet to provide clarification that child support is an exempt program.
8) The position taken by Joan Entmacher is that the 2010 and 1997 acts take precedence over the provision in the 1985 law.
9) Robert Gordon of OMB did meet with child support advocates last December.  Joan Entmacher meets with him all the time.
10) Marilyn Stephen relayed that Vicki Turetsky alerted the IV-D Directors that CSE may be subject to the 10% across the board cuts. 

III. New Action Items

1) Contact our Congressional representatives per our Call to Action.
2) Vernon will provide the letter ERICSA signed before that we might be able to use as template for us to draft something from ERICSA in support of CSE as a family support program.  
3) Christine will contact Kelly Peiper, the chair of NCSEA P&L Committee about coordinating with them.
 

