

Summary of P&L Call February 16, 2012



Attendees:
Christine Jennings, Committee Chair
Cyndy Lucas
Lara Webb Fors
Susan Paikin
Margot Bean
Linda Hudson
Vernon Drew

Topics Discussed:

I. NCSEA Mid-Year Policy Forum – Susan and Margot provided updates

· Vernon facilitated a workshop with Barb Pryor and Ron Haskins.
· Barbara discussed place of employment services in program – not a service to be delivered by IV-D program – she suggested we not be so quick to change our mission, rather look at links not changes.
· Visiting time was a subject touched upon at the conference – should be treated similar to paternity establishment to be beneficial for the child
· Jay Lenore had a workshop on guidelines and the effect of states having differences.  Mentioned that NCPs cannot pay more than 20% of their income.  Urged a relook at guidelines.  Question came up about whether parenting time should be part of guidelines and whether there would be FFP for handling.  He mentioned that parenting time is in many state guidelines now.
· Susan conducted a workshop on provocative challenges.  Discussed how states are spread so thin and whether we have the right staff for new challenges being placed on the program.
· Medical support was discussed in the context of how it will be impacted by ARRA.
· IRS legislation and related issues were discussed.  A “small legislative change” may resolve issues per the NCSEA panel.  

II. Child Support Program and Sequester – Vernon provided update

· NCSEA and other organizations are working with Congress.
· No plans to meet with OMB – this is not the time yet. 
· OMB says they are working with Congress to avoid all sequestration by coming up with an alternative budget to the Budget Control Act of 2010.
· Vernon mentioned that the popular press is saying that the President’s budget does not meet necessary targets.
· As to the hopes for restoring money to our program, Vernon relayed Barb Pryor’s thoughts that we should be talking about how great our program is and go back to our delegates to make sure they know. 
  
III. Menendez Bill 
· Susan said the bill is not dead but it is not moving.  She thinks Menendez wants to get his bill passed and is would be flexible about particulars.
· Grassley is also involved.
· We reviewed that our committee came out in support of Part 3 which deals with international and interstate, but that we suspended decision on other parts.  The debt registry was specifically a point of discussion.
· Susan said that NCESA sent out a position on Menendez.  Minor technicalities addressed and insurance and fee.
· Vernon relayed that the IV-D Directors are working with Menendez and that they are in support of the debt registry.
 
IV. Action Items

1) Susan will check with Donna Bonar if she can share IRS legislative change with our committee.
2) Christine will draft a high level statement to put on the P&L page about child support being a family support program.
3) Vernon will draft a simple high level email that we can send out to our membership highlighting how our program is a family support program.
4) UIFSA 2008 should be addressed (coordinate with Interstate Committee).
5) We still need to address Lara’s concern about what is on the P&L page on the ERICSA website at next month’s meeting.  In particular, our legislation matrix is out of date.  We need to reference www.thomas.gov.


Respectfully submitted,
Christine Jennings
Committee Chair

