

Summary of P&L Call December 15, 2011



Attendees:
Christine Jennings, Committee Chair
Vernon Drew
Meg Haynes
Cyndy Lucas
Lara Webb Fors
Ruth Clark
Susan Paikin
Coessa Kenney
Bill Duffey


Topics Discussed:

I. Child Support Program and Sequester 

The Super Committee failed in its mission to come up with budget cuts as an alternative to the Budget Control Act.  It is now up to OMB to decide whether the child support program is subject to sequestration.  
We discussed whether we as an organization should get in touch with Robert Gordon, the OMB Director.  The consensus was that we should wait until next year to see what OMB may do.  There are other organizations that have been in contact with OMB, including the National Conference of State Legislatures as well as the National Women’s Law Center.  We had discussed in detail Joan Entamacher’s memo to Robert Gordon during our November P&L call.

Christine and Vernon provided an update from the NCSEA Strategic Planning and Mobilization call that was held on November 23. Kelly Peiper, the NCSEA P&L chair, has invited Christine to participate. 

Following is a synopsis of the major points made during the SP&M call.  Tom Joseph, NCSEA’s advocate on the Hill, led much of the discussion.
· Sequestration will begin January 2013
· This gives Congress 13 months to figure things out
· Roughly 9% cut on all programs, including DoD, but not on identified family support programs and large entitlement programs such as Medicaid
· Cuts will go down to the program level
· OMB must decide whether CSE is entitlement and thus protected or whether the 1985 Special Rule applies which says CSE is subject to sequester
· Questions to Tom Joseph:  
· When does OMB have to give ruling? OMB has through December 2012
· Does OMB have any guidelines to determine if CSE is entitlement program?  The Budget Control Act cites the 9-digit budget control number for CSE
· Is part of confusion that “administrative” in “CSE-speak” relates to FFP and grants as well as administrative costs?   Per Tom Joseph, Medicaid has similar language
· Isn’t popular press saying Congress may come up with another strategy and get rid or amend the Budget Control Act?   Will need 60 votes in the Senate to repeal the BCA. There will be budget caps.
· Colleen Eubanks updated that NCSEA’s Call to Action was posted to their website and personal emails were sent to members to contact the Super Committee
· NCSEA needs to modify and start targeting Senators that have supported the program in the past (Child Support Protection Act) and start sending personal emails after Thanksgiving
· Per Tom Joseph, also consider touching base with Ways & Means Committee, Human Services Subcommittee that oversees CSE as well as the Senate Finance Committee
· He plans to draft something next week
· See where the dust settles when Congress gets back next week
· Look to plant flag in early December with both the Senate and the House
· Identify who the contacts should be if people can visit DC
· Colleen said Hill outreach will occur after NCSEA Policy Conference in February 2012
· Tom Joseph recommended focusing on Congress since there is a good solid core group contacting Robert Gordon of OMB, including, for example, Coalition on Human Needs and the National Conference of State Legislatures
· Supporters of both versions of the Child Support Protection Act (initial and reintroduced) should be targeted for support
· Key question:  Should we draw attention to our program when what is at issue is a legal interpretation/technicality?   Some thoughts: 
· Good to promote program
· Do what we can to help states keep funding  
· Can’t be negative, only positive. Don’t look like we are asleep
· Get the word out that we are a family support program and not debt collection – dispel emphasis on “deadbeat dads” 
· NCSEA may want to do a white paper on the program or something like “Myth Busters” 


II. Collaboration with NCSEA
· Kelly Peiper will share the draft of Tom Joseph’s letter to the Senate Finance Committee
· Kelly provided this update to share with our committee:  NCSEA send emails December 6 to individuals in their database with representatives or Senators on the Ways & Means Committee or Senate Finance Committee who have supported the child support program in the past.  NCSEA’s next phase will be to contact all individuals in database in states where any Senator has supported the legislation for child support.  
· Kelly shared what was sent to Washington State as an example
· NCSEA plans to share with us resolutions they are drafting regarding such issues as the Menendez bill.  Kelly forwarded a draft of their resolution concerning the need for FFCCSOA to be consistent with UIFSA with respect to modification jurisdiction

III. New Action Items Decided by ERICSA P&L Committee

1) Since the issue at hand rests on a legal interpretation of whether or not our program should be subject to sequester, we decided it best not to ask our membership to try and talk in these terms with their representatives
2) Vernon will draft a simple high level email that we can send out to our membership highlighting how our program is a family support program
 

