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National Child Support Enforcement Association
1760 Old Meadow Road ● Suite 500 ●McLean, VA  22102
Phone:  703-506-2880 ● FAX:  703-506-3266 ● E-mail:  colleeneubanks@ncsea.org ● Website:  www.ncsea.org
December 2, 2009
Member of the U. S. Senate

Washington, DC 

Dear Senator:
Senators Rockefeller, Cornyn, Kohl and Snowe introduced the Child Support Protection Act of 2009 (S 1589) on October 22 and sent a letter to you last week asking that you join them as a co-sponsor.  This important bill will permanently restore full funding for the Child Support Enforcement program, which was seriously reduced by the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 and temporarily restored by the Congress earlier this year.  The bill continues the long-standing bi-partisan support of the Congress for the Child Support Enforcement program, which began with the passage of the authorizing legislation in 1974.      
The strong federal/state/tribal/local partnership within the IV-D program has created a powerful network of 60,000 dedicated staff serving 17 million children. The program is widely recognized as one of the most effective government programs and has impressive results.  In 2008 paternity was established for 1.8 million children, ensuring that the legal rights of both the children and their fathers are protected.  1.2 million orders for support were established, resulting in $26.6 billion of child support collections being distributed.  The program is notable for collecting $4.79 for each dollar of expenditure.  

Child support collections account for 31% of the income for single-parent households, but the program does much more by working with non-custodial parents who need employment so that they can make regular payments.  Child support staff also plays a critical role in times of high joblessness by processing adjustments to support orders so that non-custodial parents do not fall hopelessly behind.

When Congress passed the Child Support Performance and Incentive Act of 1998 (CSPIA), it created an innovative incentive program that rewards efficient, results-oriented IV-D program efforts.  These earned performance incentives must be used for child support activities. One of every four dollars for state expenditures to fund the child support program comes from CSPIA incentives and matched FFP dollars.  The Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 repealed the authority for use of the earned performance incentives as match for federal funds.  Senate Bill 1589 ensures states have authority to use earned performance incentives to fund the important work and continue the impressive results achieved.  This permanent reversal is critical so that those in state and local government can budget for 2011.
The combined memberships of the National Child Support Enforcement Association (NCSEA), the Eastern Regional Interstate Child Support Association (ERICSA) and the Western Interstate Child Support Enforcement Council (WICSEC) include public child support administrators, caseworkers, judges, court masters, hearing officers, government and private attorneys, social workers, advocates, and corporations that partner with government to provide child support services. The National Council of Child Support Directors’ (NCCSD) members are the directors of the child support programs of the states, territories and the District of Columbia.  Together, our organizations work to provide training services and policy and program development with a goal of improving our combined ability to collect child support from parents and ensure the financial and emotional well being of children.  We stand ready to provide you details on what we do, how our members use federal funds, the impact of funding reductions, our efforts to improve the quality of services to families, and any other information you need to make an informed decision.  

As we continue to improve our program at the national, state, and local level, your leadership is critical.   Please call upon us if you need additional information.  Also, we urge you to make contact with the Title IV-D agency in your state to secure specific information on the state program and the impact that funding reduction would have on services to your constituents.

Sincerely,

Howard Baldwin, Jr., President


Robbie Endris, President
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