November 25, 2002

Dr. Wade Horn

Assistant Secretary

Administration for Children and Families

Department of Health and Human Services

370 L’Enfant Promenade, SW, 5th Floor

Washington, DC 20447

Dear Dr. Horn:

On behalf of the Eastern Regional Interstate Child Support Association (ERICSA), I invite you to participate in ERICSA’s 40th Annual Training Conference and Exhibition, April 27 to May 1, 2003 at the Wyndham Franklin Plaza Hotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

This year’s conference theme, Interstate Child Support: To Form a More Perfect Union, is taken from the Preamble to the Constitution, drafted in 1789 in Philadelphia. America’s founders strove to join thirteen individual colonies into one great nation, recognizing each other’s sovereignty, but agreeing to cooperate for the common good. So too ERICSA renews its effort to achieve, through training, better understanding and cooperation among our partner agencies, the fifty states, the District of Columbia, and the territories, for the good of our nation’s children. 

I would be especially honored if you would join me at the podium for the Opening Ceremonies at 8:30 a.m., Monday, April 28th and share with us your thoughts regarding the complexities of the body of DHHS programs, and how those programs can work collectively to strengthen families.  In addition, the President’s Reception will be held from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Sunday evening and I invite you to join me as ERICSA’s honored guest.

We have also invited Dr. Sherri Heller to participate in the conference, and have requested that she address a plenary session with regard to the future direction of the child support program.  It is ERICSA’s hope that your message with regard to inter-agency cooperation and Dr. Heller’s message specifically addressing the child support program will compliment our theme of “To Form a More Perfect Union.” 

We are grateful for the contribution of OCSE’s staff, most notably Yvette Riddick, in helping us plan for this year’s conference and as in the past, we have invited several members of OCSE’s staff to serve as presenters at our plenary sessions and workshops.  The ERICSA conference draws participants from all over the county and from all sectors of the child support community.  We anticipate that 400 to 500 individuals will attend our conference.

In closing, I hope that your schedule will permit you to join us at ERICSA’s 40th Annual Conference.  To respond to our invitation or to inquire about the conference, please contact me at (724) 830-3263.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

John Graham

President

cc: 
Dr. Sherri Heller

