Summary of Policy & Legislation Committee Call 5/15/09

Present on the call:  Christin Semprebon, Cyndy Lucas, Elaine Tuttle, Jeff Ball, Rob Velcoff, Ruth Clark, Susan Paikin and Christine Jennings.

Topics covered:
· Lewin Group Study:  Christine Jennings provided an overview of materials provided by Vernon Drew in answer to questions from the Executive Committee concerning our pledge for the Lewin Group Study.  Two studies were contracted:  The first covered the impact of the DRA funding reduction (completed and fully paid for); the second study addresses cost avoidance and cost savings as a result of state CSE program activities.  ERICSA pledged $10,000 towards the second study and has already paid $5,000.  Christine relayed the Executive Committee decision to wait before paying the remaining $5,000 of our pledge until we have had an opportunity to review and accept the report.  Copies of 1) the MOU between ERICSA and NCCSD, and 2) the Lewin Group Cost Avoidance Proposal, which were provided by Vernon, were distributed to committee members for more detailed review.  The P&L committee members concurred that ERICSA needs to review the report before sending our final payment.  Susan Paikin referred to the language of the MOU in Section II(F) that provides ERICSA via a “point person” with "an opportunity to review the deliverable report" and that NCCSD will ensure that partner organizations “are all joined in the final review and approval process for any contract deliverable."  We need to resolve who ERICSA’s “point person” is.
· Professional Advocate:  Tom Joseph of Waterman and Associates in Washington, DC has been proposed as the candidate.  ERICSA had earmarked $10,000 towards hiring a child support advocate and the general consensus of the Executive Committee was to go forward with meeting our pledge.  There were concerns that were answered by Vernon:  where does Tom Joseph live (answer: DC), where is he a registered lobbyist (answer: he represents CA counties, counties in WI and previously had a contract with the Ohio CSED Directors Association, which was terminated due to funding).  The Executive Committee is in favor of NCSEA being the agent, but wants the opportunity to review the contract and ensure that ERICSA's interests are addressed.  The P&L Committee concurred that the decision to hire Tom Joseph appears worthy, but Susan Paikin stressed that ERICSA needs to be "in the game" and that an adjunct document similar in language to the MOU for the Lewin Group study is needed with regard to Tom Joseph.

· Lofgren Bill:  Sense of the committee is that we should ask Tom Joseph to track and provide updates.  Bill is of concern in that it brings the IRS directly into CSE financial matters (distribution).
· Landrieu Bill:  Sense of the committee is that a national Putative Father Database may not have much traction; expectation is that Tom Joseph would provide updates on any movement.  
· Updates to the P&L website are needed, specifically to reference ARRA.  Committee felt references from the Home page and P&L page would be desirable.
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