Notes from P&L Call on 2/26/2010
 

Present on the call:  Christine Jennings, Christin Semprebon, Rob Velcoff, Susan Paikin, Vernon Drew, Bill Duffey, and Tommy Howard.
 

Topics of discussion:
 

1) S 1859, Child Support Protection Act of 2009.  Vernon Drew provided an update on Sen. Rockefeller's proposed bill to reinstate Federal matching of State spending of child support incentive payments within the context of TANF reauthorization.    
 

TANF reauthorization is not expected until 2011.  Temporary funding will need to be provided until then.  If permanent fix as proposed by Sen. Rockefeller is not passed, child support would have to a part of temporary extensions.  The President has an extension for one more year in his proposed budget.  Sen. Rockefeller is trying to get numerous co-sponsors and there are quite a few at this point.  He is also looking at how to attach his provision to a viable bill.  It could be attached to any number of vehicles.
 

The House is contemplating what to do.  Rep. McDermott wants to do something, but there is much on Congress' plate right now (i.e., health care, UI, Veterans).  A continuing resolution must be passed before September 2010, but to Congress that is a long way off.  States, however, are passing budgets now.
 

We should anticipate that TANF reauthorization will address whether the child support program could expand its functions while accomplishing its core mission.    
 

2) Co-sponsors of S 1859.  Vernon walked us through the spreadsheet Robyn Large had forwarded regarding co-sponsors for S 1859.  We talked about individuals calling members of the Budget and Finance Committees who had not yet agreed to cosponsor.  NCSEA just sent out a letter asking for endorsement that Vernon plans to modify for ERICSA.  The contacts will be modified to Robyn Large and Christine Jennings.

3) Tom Joseph.  Vernon updated us that Tom Joseph has entered into a contractual agreement with NCSEA.  He is engaged in the funding issue and is one of the contact persons in the NCSEA letter asking for endorsement of S 1859.  ERICSA will benefit by way of knowledge transfer from what he accomplishes for NCSEA.  One of the issues in his signing on solely with NCSEA may have been the number of organizations that would participate in funding his activities if sister organizations were involved in the approval process of his work products.  

Christine relayed to Vernon that the P&L Committee and ERICSA Executive Committee had been considering compensating him for the time and effort he, Vernon, puts into tracking and funneling information from the Hill to our organization, but Vernon responded that he will continue to provide his support voluntarily as he has in the past. 
4) NCSEA Mid-Year Policy Meeting Update.  The President’s budget was discussed.  Talk of 1115 monies, but no broad mission-changing functions were discussed.  Yvette Riddick presented on programs and functions that have been expanded.
