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INMATE PLACEMENT
◦ Usually within a 500 mile radius of their residence

◦ Factors can include:
◦ Severity of offense
◦ Security level
◦ Gender
◦ Medical needs
◦ Bed space
◦ Program availability



WHERE ARE THEY?

DOMICILE VERSUS RESIDENCY

◦ Domicile: Where someone lives and 
intends to remain or return to
◦ Physical presence + Intent

◦ Residence: Where they live currently

JURISDICTION

◦ Which Court/State has authority to 
issue orders against them



Domicile, Residency, Jurisdiction
◦ Census: Resident of the state where they are incarcerated

◦ Voting (if permitted): Domicile, “home address”

◦ Lawsuits (for purposes of diversity jurisdiction): Domicile, home state

◦ Where does the paternity need filed?



UIFSA / Long-Arm Jurisdiction
◦ Long-Arm Jurisdiction (Section 201 of UIFSA):

◦ Individual properly served in the state
◦ Individual submits to the jurisdiction by entering a general appearance or by filing a responsive document
◦ Individual resided with the child while residing in the state
◦ The child resides within the state because of the activities of the individual
◦ The individual engaged in sexual intercourse in the state
◦ Any other basis consistent with the law for the exercise of personal jurisdiction

The individual may be housed in a facility in another state but if these factors support filing in your state where the child
lives and that is the home state of the alleged father then that is one option.

Specific Enforcement Transmittal #3

OR – Transmittal #1, Request to establish paternity/support



Working with the BOP
◦ Service on inmates?

◦ Judicial order required

◦ Issues with virtual appearances

◦ Issues with in person appearances

◦ Genetic testing process and collection



Order Establishment: Jurisdiction
◦ Consent and Acknowledgment 

◦ Compliance with orders for genetic testing

◦ Responsive filings



Establishment
◦ Depends on law of order state

◦ Zero order



After Establishment
◦ Case closure options

◦ Modification: CEJ

◦ Enforcement



Coordinating with the BOP
◦ What is the First Step Act?

◦ Developing contacts with the BOP
◦ Executive Assistance of the facility
◦ Re-entry Coordinator

◦ Financial Obligation Hierarchy





Contact Information
◦ Megan Iliff – megan.Iliff@vigocounty.in.gov

◦ Kori Thiessen – KoriTheReentryAdvocate@gmail.com
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