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Child Support and Eviction / 
Landlord Tenant Partnership

When the pandemic hit, MI realized that many of its child support 
clients were suffering from housing issues, including inability to pay rent 

or their mortgage. Initial case data showed over 25 % of the child 
support caseload overlapped with parties who was involved in at least 1 

eviction proceeding in the year prior to COVID-19-- meaning, during 
COVID, the % is likely much higher. We began to help our local child 
support offices develop and implement plans to work with eviction 
courts and newly-created county Eviction Diversion Programs and 
coordinate services for those parents that have child support and 

eviction cases.



Housing Market in Michigan



Federal and State Moratoriums







Case Overlap

• 25% case overlap between domestic relations and landlord tenant 
cases
• 34% case overlap between abuse/neglect and landlord tenant



What Does This Mean for Child Support?

• the FOC having a bad or outdated addresses for parties,
• temporary changes to custody and parenting time or requests to 

enforce custody or parenting-time violations when the parent with 
primary custody does not have an established residence,
• a parent unable to exercise shared custody or parenting time due to 

lack of housing, and 
• lack of family financial resources to pay support because of large 

payments of back rent and payments to secure future housing



Recommendation 1- Information



Recommendation 2: Coordination



Recommendation 3: Outreach

• Obtain weekly 
Landlord/Tenant Docket

• Reach out! 

• Provide resources for 
underlying issues



Recommendation 4- Attend Hearings



Recommendation 5- Failure to Appear
• Explain the need to appear for 

landlord/tenant hearing

• Offer various FOC meeting 
and review services

• Reach out to the parent- use 
all of our communication 
tools, if necessary! 



Program in Action: Muskegon County, MI

• Partnered with the District Court
• District Court sends the list of cases that are set for an eviction 

hearing
• There is usually only a name and address
• Maiden names, DOBs, middle names are not provided
• Research can be time-consuming



Program in Action: Muskegon County, MI

• Friend of the Court (FOC) staff review the names from the District 
Court to see if the party is subject to a domestic case
• Review the Michigan Child Support Enforcement System (MiCSES)
• Review the Court Docket system (AS400)
• This case be difficult due to the lack of info that is provided



Program in Action: Muskegon County, MI

• If a match is found, staff take the following action:
• Update mailing and residential address information in MiCSES

• Send a postal verification
• Send a Change of Personal Information form to the party so that legal addresses can be 

updated (this can only be updated in writing)
• Review the domestic case for compliance with the child support order, and whether the 

child support order is right-sized
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Program in Action: Muskegon County, MI

• If the person being evicted is the Payer of support:
• Review for compliance with the order
• If support is not being paid, enforcement is reviewed to determine next steps
• Coming in the future- a review of ability to pay and appropriateness of the 

order



Program in Action: Muskegon County, MI

• If the person being evicted is the receiver of support:
• Review to see if support is being paid

• If not, case is reviewed to determine where it is for enforcement, and next steps are 
started

• Coming soon- if there is a zero support order, or a low support amount, the case will be 
reviewed for possible increase in support. 



Program in Action: Muskegon County, MI

• There are still plenty of places for improvement and additions to the 
process
• COVID has hampered many process change efforts
• This is a new “partnership” with the District Court. District and Family Court 

tend to be separate and have very little intersection
• Thought should be given to how can child support get involved BEFORE 

eviction- and will that help?



Thank you!

Liz West
Friend of the Court Bureau
WestE@courts.mi.gov

Amy Rebideaux
Muskegon County Family Court
Staff Attorney
rebideauxam@co.Muskegon.mi.us

Jason Walker
Muskegon County Family Court
walkerja@co.Muskegon.mi.us
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