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Establishing Parentage for Non-
Married Parties in Minnesota 
• Parentage is primarily established two ways:

• Recognition of Parentage
• Advantages for fathers:

• Gives you the right to ask the court for parenting time (visitation) and custody
• Allows you to put your child on your medical and dental insurance to cover the 

child's health care needs
• Gives you the right to be notified of any adoption proceedings
• Makes you the legal father and allows your name to be on your child's birth 

record.
• Advantages for mothers:

• Gives your child a legal father
• Gives you the right to ask for financial support for your child, including basic 

support, medical and dental support and child care support from the legal 
father

• Gives you the right to obtain medical information about the legal father.



Establishing Parentage for Non-
Married Parties in Minnesota 

• Disadvantages of Signing a Recognition of Parentage:
• The Recognition of Parentage establishes a legal relationship between the 

child and the father, but it does not give a father custody or parenting 
time (visitation).

• By signing the Recognition of Parentage instead of going to court to 
establish parentage, both parents give up their rights to:

• Have blood or genetic testing to prove whether the man is the child's 
biological father before establishing parentage

• Have an attorney represent you
• Have a trial to determine whether the man is the biological father of the 

child.
• Revoking a Recognition of Parentage:

• Parents can undo a Recognition of Parentage or a Spouse's Non-
parentage Statement by revoking it within 60 days of signing the form.

• After 60 days, a legal action is required to revoke a Recognition of 
Parentage.



Establishing Parentage for Non-
Married Parties in Minnesota 

• Adjudication by Court Order
• Either party can apply for child support services or parties can 

initiate a court action individually. The child support office may also 
open a case via a public assistance referral if unmarried parties are 
not living in the same household.

• If a party applies for services through the child support office, the 
office will attempt to obtain genetic testing samples from the 
parties to determine biological parentage. 

• The advantages of adjudication by court order include:
• Having genetic testing available to determine parentage through a 

lab.
• The testing is most often paid for by the County office (Ramsey County 

always pays the costs).
• The adjudication order will create the legal determination of 

parentage and address issues of legal and physical custody, parenting 
time, the child’s legal name and financial support.



Acknowledgement Outreach
Paternity Acknowledgement Outreach 

• The State Office of Vital Records (VR) has identified 14,364 
unwed mothers who have given birth between October 1, 
2019, and July 6, 2020. 

• Paternity for these children had yet to be voluntarily 
established. 

• In collaboration with VR, DCSS drafted a letter about the 
importance of establishing paternity that was mailed to the 
mothers of these children. 



Acknowledgement Outreach
Mother’s 
County of 
Residence

Letters 
Mailed

Paternity 
Established

Success 
Rate

CHEROKEE 211 57 27%
GWINNETT 1,237 235 19%
COBB 645 95 15%
DEKALB 1,285 165 13%
HALL 229 28 12%
FULTON 1,550 165 11%
CHATHAM 442 47 11%
HENRY 302 27 9%
RICHMOND 515 42 8%
MUSCOGEE 346 25 7%
CLAYTON 701 35 5%

Outcome: Of the original 
14,364 paternity is now 
established for 1,458 children 
(about 10%). Most of those 
were through Paternity 
Acknowledgements (PA), a few 
were through adoption or 
legitimation. 





Acknowledgement Outreach



Acknowledgement Outreach



Establishing Parentage for Non-
Married Parties in Minnesota 

• The primary disadvantage of Adjudication by Court Order is that 
the process can take longer than signing a Recognition of 
Parentage.

• The Minnesota Department of Human Services 
YouTube page has videos to assist people with 
understanding the differences and making the right 
decision for their situation. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pP0KOtowoCw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pP0KOtowoCw




Customer Engagement
In 2016, our office began a pilot project to 
further engage parents on cases initiated in 
our office.
• Prior to the project, case managers would most often 

attempt to draft order recommendations by reaching out 
to parties as necessary. 

• The project ran for two years and emphasized 
engagement with both parties with a focus to collect 
better information to obtain more appropriate orders and 
when possible, facilitate stipulations. 

• The project led to a change in the way all of our case 
managers approach cases that are worked, and that 
process is still used today.



Customer Engagement

The goal with each new 
case worked by case 

managers is to engage 
with the parties within five 

business days. 

Documents are sent to 
parties on a case after the 

initial engagement or 
attempt to engage with 

that party. 

Documents included in 
parentage cases include a 
parentage affidavit (to be 
completed by either party 
or both), and a parenting 

decisions affidavit. 



Customer Engagement

The parentage affidavit is required to be filed with the court along with 
a Summons, Complaint, Motion, and Supporting Affidavit. 

•Either parent can complete the parentage affidavit.

The Parenting Decisions Affidavit is an optional affidavit that can be 
completed by one or both parties to indicate their preference with 
legal and physical custody, parenting time, and the child’s legal name. 

All of the documents sent to parties with a new case have been 
reviewed and updated for plain language and format.

Documents can also be sent electronically via Adobe Sign.



Acknowledgement 
Outreach

• Provide online streaming of 
Paternity PSA that include iHeart 
Radio and Pandora throughout 
the state of Georgia with 
companion banner ads 

• Produce one thirty second (:30) 
English version of Paternity PSA 

• Ensure that Paternity PSA is ran in 
counties listed for a three-month 
term

• Target age group 18-34 for 
Paternity PSA 



Acknowledgement 
Outreach

• Estimated impressions of 
12,495,000

• Updated to include a Spanish 
version, digital ads, click 
through for digital ads for 
webpage



Outreach
Community Outreach Team

•Ramsey County has a team of staff that work 
on outreach initiatives with our clients. 

•The team meets and shares cultural events in 
the area and takes part in some of those 
events.

•The team does a Facebook Live event 
monthly. This monthly event highlights a 
different child support related topic to help 
bring better understanding and answer 
questions. Parentage and Genetic testing 
have been topics covered at these events. 



Vital Records Outreach
• Partnered with the State 

Office of Vital Records
• Held webinars discussing 

the importance of data 
reliability 

• Provided information 
about the performance 
measure and incentives



Vital Records Outreach

Age
Child was born within the last 18 years

Paternity established
By DCSS or outside of DCSS (PA Form, Court Order, 
Adoption, Non-PA legitimation) 

Date
Paternity establishment date is between 10/1/2022 
and 9/30/2023 (Federal Fiscal Year Cycle)

Federal Reporting



Mobile App



Genetic Testing Transition



Genetic Testing Options

•Ramsey County has Service Centers set up at three locations in the 
county.

•The Service Centers are located in downtown St. Paul, Maplewood 
(in the Maplewood Mall), and Roseville (in the Roseville library).

•Ramsey County Child Support is available to see clients in the 
downtown St. Paul location and at the Maplewood Mall locations.

•These locations are staffed with child support case managers that 
can assist with child support related matters, including genetic 
testing onsite at the St. Paul location.

Service Centers



Genetic Testing Options

Ramsey County uses Labcorp to 
obtain and process genetic testing 

samples. 

Contracted genetic testing 
phlebotomists are available 

at the downtown St. Paul 
Service Center each 

weekday during specific 
hours. 

The case managers working 
at the Service Center are also 

able to obtain genetic 
testing samples if a case 
participant comes to the 

Service Center at a time that 
the phlebotomists are not on 

duty. 

If the Service Center location 
is not convenient for a case 
participant, Ramsey County 

can request a location 
closest to their home. 

Labcorp has many locations 
nationwide and contracts 
with other testing locations 

that are available. 



Uncooperative Parties

GT OSC’s In office 
investigators

Proceeding 
with paternity 
without GT’s



Witness Collection

• Customer signs and dates form as the collector
• DCSS staff signs and dates form as the witness



Prison Parentage 
• Prison Paternity Outreach
• Partnership with Department of Corrections
• Administrative Paternity Only Orders



Forms



Parentage Affidavit



Parentage Affidavit



Parenting Decisions Affidavit



Certificate of Adjudication

• Once the order 
adjudicating parentage 
is issued, Ramsey 
County files a 
Certificate of 
Adjudication with the 
Court.

• This document is filed 
with the Department of 
Vital Statistics, and the 
father’s name is added 
to the child’s birth 
record. 



Disestablishing Paternity

• GT’s after ROP
• In some cases, parties will reach out to request genetic 

testing when the parties have signed a Recognition of 
Parentage. 

• Ramsey County will review the case circumstances and 
determine if testing is appropriate.

• If Ramsey County makes a determination to proceed with 
testing, genetic testing is scheduled.

• If testing results come back indicating that the ROP father is not the 
biological father, Ramsey County will start an action to vacate the 
ROP and if possible, simultaneously complete a new adjudication 
action. 



Group topics

• Disestablishment 
• GT not offered



Thanks for Attending!
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